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! And here, as the two dim figures of Ruth and Crpah part in the zasly dawn
of recorded history, generations and destinies move with them. A bleak, lonely,

pa’thenc scene on the distant plains of ancient Moab, but one which initiates

and summarizes the parting of the ‘ways of two great nanons For Ruth, as
our tradition explains, converted to Torah, accepted Naomi’s faith, married

* a great Jew—the kindly, renowned, and saintly Boaz—and soon became the
great-grandmother of the greatest king of Israel, whose birthday is today: King
David—the noble, saintly, sweet singer of Israel who unified a nation and gave
it the immortal Psalms. Orpah returned to her heathen origins, despite her
original protestations, ultimately forgot that she ever even knew Naomi and
t{ Ruth, and was swallowed up in the life of Moab. And tradition here records
the opposite: she became the ancestress not of kings and saints and scholars
and prophets and poets, but she bore a line of descendants distinguished by
their viciousness, immorality, venery, and anti-Sernitism. Just as Ruth th became
the forerunner of King David, and the royal house of Israel, so did Orpah her

(asmter in-law, become the grandmother of David’s archenemy Goliath hero of :

that lewd and savage peop}e, the "Philistines (Sotah 42b). Israel was constantiy
at war with the raiding Philistines, both militarily and culturally. And their
eternal opposition was epitomized in the unequal battle between David and
Goliath (I Sam. 17). This entire drama of nation against nation and culture
’24 against culture goes back to two young women who parted from each other in
the-presence of one Naomi, two young ladies who were sisters-in-law, and who,

but for a turn of fate, might have remained together for all time. :
And as we ponder this Juxtaposmon of nations—the people of David vs,
the people of Goliath, the Psalmrts vs. the Spear, holiness vs. lewdness—we look
Vb back to their ancestors, who were sisters-in-law. And why, one wonders, was

fate so good to Ruth and so harsh on Orpah? For did not Orpah, too, offer to
remain with Naomi and accept Torah instead of a civilization of immorality?
And the answer lies in that slight difference of attitude which usually passes
unnoticed, but which moves E:story as eﬁéctlvcly asa Buﬁdozer Eushmg sand.
Listen to the Bible describe the parting of ways of these two girls: va- tzshak
Orpah [a- hamomh “and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law,” ve-Rut davekah bah,

“whereas Ruth clung to her” (Ruth 1:14). Here was the essential difference be-
tween Ruth’s and Orpah’s attitudes toward Naomi and therefore Torah: Or-
pah only kissed, while Ruth cleaved and clung. A very slight difference, you
migm}i‘tb ;;)’r\"l"fﬁé, Bt orié Whick develops and unfolds through the centuries.
@ The clinging and deep attachment of a Ruth ‘becomés the profsiind passion

for Truth and the noble clinging to the God of a David and of a people, Israel.

And mﬂy of Orpah sym_bohzcd ‘EX_the kiss, degenerates into the
rabid arTEf demonic wickedness of a Go

3

h; the lukewarm attraction becomes
the Very cold anﬂpathy Indéed, the Talmud refers to Israel as benei devukah,
Y[ ‘the sons of she who clung,” and to the enemies of Israel as benei neshukah,
“the sons of she who kissed her mother-in-law” (Sotah 42b). And ultimately,
predict the Sages, yavo'u benei neshukah ve-yippelu be-yad benei devukah, the
clingers prevail over those who merely kiss, the Davids vanquish the Goliaths.
Superficiality must always buckle and fall, when the real test comes, before the
D{@pc)wer of sincerity and the might of depth and true loyalty.

And isn’t religion itself today affected by that same kind of superficial-
ity, this form-without-content malady? Cert_amiy_,..fgr,.E_E}E,K?;’i{_ewfﬂg kmds. of
reIigion——Jche kissing and the clinging We have got to be careful when using
that word “religion.” For thére is religion, and there is religion. One is the benei

g1 neshukah, and the other, the bener devikah. -~And the differences between them
are easy enough to detect. The bener neshukah are ever-ready with the ubiqui-
tous and easy expression of affection. Synagogue—nice; services—beautiful;
Talmud Torah or day school-—necessary; kashrut-—a fine thing for some folks.
All our Jewish institutions are treated with the saccharine sweetness symbol-

ized by the superficial and sugar-coated kiss. But the benei devukah, without
wham theee came institntions conld never exist. view these things otharwise.
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Synagogue—ngt nice but urgent; services—not beautiful but profound and
soul-stirring; Jewish education—not just necessary but vital, a matter of life
anid death; kashrut and taharat ha-mishpahah (family purity)—not just good
ideas for some folks, but among the very cornerstones of our faith and survival,
our way of life. The(benei neshukah kiss the mezuzah; the benei devukah ding to

what is written therein. The bernei neshukah close the siddur, kiss it, and leave it

in the synagogue; the bene: devidkah close it, take its message with them, open
their hearts to it, and begin to practice it. Benei neshikakh express affection

whilsT Dener devukah impress with passion and devotion. The hegei neshidiah
are ultimately of no avail, while the henei dewkak ultimately will prevail Ve-ap-

{ tem ha-devekim ba-Shem Eloketkhem, hayyim kulkhem ha-yorm, “And vou who
cling to the Lord are alive, every one of you, to this day” (Deut. 4:4).

These, then, are some of the differences between the kissing kind of reli-
gion, WhicH Has only form, only superficiality, only a saccharine sentimental-
ism,hé—n‘a_the clinging kind of religion, which means meaningfulness, purpose

{4depth, and 2 Fold on the core oF Life, _

T

What we need, then, is a revival of the benei devitkan kind or reugion; ana
we here think especially of that kind of dynamic and powerful return to Torah
Judaism. And we therefore appeal from this pulpit to all who have come this
morning for the Yizkor services alone: try to deepen the religious spark you
have. Do not make of Judaism merely a lovely demonstration of sentimen-
talism for dead p‘é}zﬁt;bﬁo—qyt COTME hrere fust 61 an affectionate kiss to your

parents’ souls. Come, rather, to cling a»ndﬁp_ingl_ your souls inalterably o the

Eternal Spirit with whom theyE@e

become united. Do not be benei nechulbal,

to whom the reading of a list of names becomes metaphysically important and

the wherewithal of Judaism. Become benei deyukah, and begin to live a life of

Yizkor, of remembering the Torah, source of our existence, and thus eternal-
izing the memories of your loved ones. Prove yourselves io he not benei neshu-

krz}h%fﬁ}?éiﬁrniifgupé:ffii:'ié_l, weak Jews who come for Yirkor and then run oif

before Musaf, deserting the §ynagqgu(;:€1};ci_ insulting God Almighty, Be, rather,
benei devukah, who come to remain and then to return again more and more

ular habit,

The Davids and the Israelites scan over their lives, then, finding happiness, -
turn their eyes heavenward and thank God for having made them the sons of
Ruth, who was able to cling. That is the true Yizkor. The Goliaths, their lives
spent in hollowness and frustration, do not even know where to turn their

%0 eyes. To them Orpah is an unheard-of name. Memory is not her lot. She has
become the forgotten mother of benei neshukakh. As we say the Yizkor, let us
resolve to return to a faith like that of the benei devikah of old, and may it for-
ever redound to the credit of those parents and ancestors whom we shall now

remember in love, loyalty, and everlasting devotion.
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